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Import Mapping Example

Introduction

The Transpose Import File Mapping facility feature is useful where it is not possible to modify the format of the file to be imported into Sage. Mapping not only allows a “field map” to be set up that defines which import file fields “map” to the expected Sage Import fields, but also allows fields to be “looked up” or replaced with custom values. Import files can be pre-processed via Script and Filtered prior to Conversion.

Once the Field Mapping has been set up it is used to convert the Import files into the format expected by the Transpose import process. The Map only needs to be set up once.

An unlimited number of Map may be created.

This guide describes some typical ways in which the Mapping can be used.

Import File Mapping Options

The following options are available for use in the Maps.

· Field Map – Allows the import file CSV fields to be converted into the required order. The specified field can also be truncated (Left or Right) to a specified length.

· Special Settings – Allows predefined values to be inserted into the import file. For example the import file may not include a field for the Nominal Code or Transaction Type required for the Import.

· Look Up Table – The Import file may use different values for some fields than those expected by the Import. The Look Up Table allows these values to be translated into valid Sage values. Currently up to 500 entries can be defined in the Table.

· Import Filters – A filter can be specified o that only records that match the criteria are passed for Conversion. The Import Column number and up to 4 Conditions can be specified. Thus a filter could be specified that only processes records that have the value “Payment” appearing in Column 5 for example. This is useful when processing files download from systems such as PayPal.

· A Pre-process VB Script can be specified. This is called by the Conversion process and allows the import file to be manipulated by the script before being converted. A sample VB Script is included.

Initial set up

Before defining the Import Map, copy a sample import file to the TransIn subfolder, ImportFilesForConversion. Files in this folder appear on the Files to be Converted tab on the main Transpose screen.

Select the required Import Map type from the Transpose -> Settings -> Import File Mapping Menu option.

If the Import file has column headings in the first row, select the checkbox accordingly as shown in the screen print below. This tells Transpose how to display and process the file.

It’s useful to display sample data from the Import file when configuring the map. To do this click the Get Sample Data and Headings from Import File button and browse to the sample import file in the Transin subfolder. Once selected, values from the import file will be displayed in the Sample Data column, and if the first row contains column names, these will be displayed in the Import Column drop down lists. (if the first row doesn’t contain column names the drop down boxes will just display the column numbers.

The Drop down list will also list the Special Settings that can be used for each column. Special Settings are indicated by asterisks in the list.
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Some Examples

The following examples show how each option might be used.

Import Fields not in required order.

Both the Transpose import formats expect the CSV fields to be in a specified order. For example, the Sage Account Reference is the 2nd CSV field in both cases.

Let us imagine that the CSV file that we ant to import has the Account Reference as the first field and that we have no way of changing the way in which the file is generated.

In this case, we would use the Import Map to specify that the Account Reference field is to be mapped to the first column of the Import File. The screen shot below shows that Column 1 has been selected for the Account Ref field.
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Import File doesn’t contain a required value

The file to be imported might not have all the fields that the Import expects. An example might be the Transaction Type field. Sage and Transpose require a valid transaction type such as SI for a Sales Invoice. 

Assuming we are importing Sales Invoices and there is not a field in the Import file with this value we can choose the * Default Trans Type * from the Drop down list for the TransType Sage field. 

We must also set the Default Trans Type value to SI in the Special Settings section of the Map as shown in the screen print above.

Other examples might include Nominal Codes and Departments. The Special Settings can also be used to insert empty fields and values of Zero, One S1, S2 and S3.

Import File values need to be converted.

In some cases the Import File may contain entries that need to be converted into values that Sage can process.

An example might be where the Import File has a column for the Tax Code but it contains the values “Taxable” or “NonTaxable” rather than the corresponding Sage Tax Codes of T1 and T0.

Transpose can handle this by using the Look Up Table option.

To do this, click on the Edit Look Up Table button on the Import Map screen. This displays the form shown below. Enter the values that you want to be replaced in the left hand column and the new value in the right hand column. Note that “wild” characters can also be used. In the example below any string that contained the characters “rivat” would be replaced with “ABENG”. e.g. “Private” would be replaced with “ABENG”
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Once the Look Up Table has been set up, the Lookup column can be ticked in order to apply the Lookup to the required column as shown in the following example.
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Account Reference Matching

Please note that Transpose also has the ability to match Sage Account references. This is as distinct from the Mapping described above,

The Account Reference Matching is used to convert or translate Sage Account References and is most useful where data is being moved between 2 systems that use different Account References for the same Account.

For example, the exporting system may use an account Reference of  “ABC1” whereas the importing system uses an account reference of “ABC0001” for the same account. This option can be accessed from the  Settings > Account Reference Matching Menu option.  Entries can be made manually into the table or imported from a CSV file using the Tools menu.

Import Filters

Filters can be created that allow only specified records to be selected from the Import File. An Import Filter is defined and can then be applied to as many Import Maps as required.

The Filter specifies the Import Column to be used for the Filter and up to 4 Conditions. The Conditions conform to Visual Basic “Like” syntax which allows wild characters to be used for the criteria. For example, a Condition on Column 5 of “*Payment*” would only pass import records where the value “Payment” appears somewhere in the column. In this example, values of “Ebay Payment Received” and “Payment Received” would both pass the Filter.

Pre Process Script

If a script file called” PreProcess.vbs” exists in the Transpose program folder it will be automatically applied to the Import File prior to conversion. An example script is included with Transpose. This facility allows almost unlimited manipulation of Import Files prior to processing. The sample script splits each Import file lines into an array allowing for simple conversion of individual CSV fields.

Importing and Exporting Import Maps

Transpose can save the Import Map as a CSV file that can be transferred (imported) to another system
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Sage Field TaxCode is set to map to Line Detail Taxable and the Lookup column is ticked.


The Sample Data shows that the value has been replaced with the Lookup value T1
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